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24 January 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Visit to Headquarters of Senator Allen Y. Ellender (D., La.)

i. In response to ouy invitation, Senator Ellender visiied
Headguarters on 24 Jasuary 1969 froam 1302 to 1715 hours. Duing
lunch, hosted by the Director and attended by Adeiral Taylor. and

25X1A Messzs. B. J. 8mith, T. H. Karamessines, | and
Jobs 3. Maury, the Senator discussed in general term:s his extensive
travel in the Soviet Unlon durlng Septeniber-Noven:ber 1968, aac his
views op Soviet/ American relations. His main poluts included the
following:

a. In comparison with his observations on easrlier
trips be iz fmpressed with the improved living staadards
of the Soviet people, the lncreased efficieacy in industry
and, to a iesssr extent, agriculture,

b. He finds Soviet plant managers asd regioaal
oificials are enjoying increasing autonsmy and {reedon:
from centralised Moscow contzol in carrying out their
responasibilities.

¢. Particularly i;pressive is the fact that Eoviet
citizens now speak more freely and critically than in the
past regarding some of thelr yrievances and {rustrations.

d. The Semator continues to be impressed by, and
sympathetic with, the avezage Russian's fear and distrust

25X6 | | He believes they deeply wish to be friendly
with the U, 5., but distrusi our motives 9o lon; s we are
25X6 committed to a policy of building up NATO | |
SR E—
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¢. We cannot aiford to continue the arms race, and
so:ne way s:uet be found to improve our relations with the
Savist Usion. The best way of accorcplishing this is through
increased cultural, scientific snd techmelogical contact with
the Russian people.

{. Whateveyr may be the attitude of the Boviet leacership.
the Russian puople want to be friends with the U, 5., and with
a little encoursgeancent and reasssurance fron us, through
friondly contact in peaceful pursuite, they car exert effective
pressurs upon their leaders for lmproved Soviet/ Americas
relations.

3. auy of the Sesaior's polnis were the sa: s ks those contalned
in the attached preas item.

3. Following the luscheon, Senator Ellender nuet in the Director’s

25X1A  confezence roe:n with | | (OER), [ PX1A
2525X1A [ Joch. | b {SB Division), and Johu M. Maury and
2)5()1('% [ | €31.C). He expanded at some length on the above-noted

views regarding Soviet/American relations making the following points:

a. One reason the Russians distrust us is because of
what they perceive as the stroay infliuence of our military
setablishment in our national policy. As soon as our
diplon:atls say something nice to theo: some goneral aounds
off with ominous threats and boasts about our strategic
power.

b. We should do all we can {2 encourage Russian
visitors to the U, 8., regardiess of travel controls inposed
oa the Americans b; the Soviets.

¢. The Senator has an extremely low opinlon of the
State Department and cannot understand why both the
Departiaent and osur Moscow Embassy have aitexipted to
disceurage his travels and coatacts iu the Soviet Union,

d. v talking to Soviet leaders the Senator has always
bean capdid and often critical of their methods, especially
in agriculture. They sesmed to have appreciated this and
in some cases they have apparently followed his advice.
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4, The Senater gave detailed descriptions of a mwuber of
indusirial piants and newly built cities and institutions which be
visited, wiaay of which incpressed hisu rmost favorably.

S The Senater is convinced that ithe Russian people are
pecoming awakened and enlightensd, are now "on the move,” and
will never tolerate a veturn to Stalinisai,

. B conclusion, the Senator said he would appreciate some
statistics re ardiag the production of some of the major plants which
e visited in arder to confirm his wsderstanding from his travels and
sewve as background for a report he is preparing. We undertook to
fulfill this from open eources in the near fatuse (| |25X1A

25X1A | | will prepare the material}.

7. The Senator was cordial, inforral and articulate throughout.
At 5o time dié be bring up Agency matters, elicit the views of our
personnel, or reguest information other than that noted above. In
parting he sxpressed deep appreciation for the visit, urged us to cail
upon hic whenever he could be of seyvice, and apologized for taking
so nuch of our tine,

JOHN M. MAURY
Lagislative Counsel
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